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GRIM ROUNDUP of young Jews takes place in Warsaw after conquest of
Poland. Germans sent some to ghettos, but the killings had already begun.

EICHMANN CONTINVED

physically liquidated under Hoess's command. T find this figure incred-
ible. The capacity of the camp argues against it. Many of the Jews
confined there were put on work details and survived. After the war
the Auschwitzers sprouted like mushrooms out of the forest floor after
a rain. Hundreds of thousands of them are today in the best of health.

Along with the liguidation camps we continued to maintain the
ghetto system. T would not say I originated the ghetto system. That
would be to claim too great a distinction. The father of the ghetto
system was the orthodox Jew, who wanted to remain by himself.
In 1939, when we marched into Poland, we had found a system of
ghettos already in existence, begun and maintained by the Jews. We
merely regulated those, sealed them off with walls and barbed wire
and ineluded even more Jews than were already dwelling in them.

The assimilated Jew was of course very unhappy about being
moved to a ghetto. But the Orthedox were pleased with the arrange-
ment, as were the Zionists. The latter found gheitos a wonderful
device for accustoming Jews to community living. Dr, Epstein from
Berlin once said to me that Jewry was grateful for the chance I gave
it to learn community life at the ghetto I founded at Theresienstadt,
40 miles from Prague. He said it made an excellent school for the
future in Israel. The assimilated Jews found ghetto life degrading, and
non-Jews may have seen an unpleasant element of foree in it. But
basically most Jews feel well and happy in their ghetto life, which
cultivates their peculiar sense of unity.

Revolt of Warsaw Jews

HE uprising of the Warsaw Ghetto in 1943, however, taught us

a bitter lesson about putting excessive numbers of people into
these enclosures, Not long after this uprising I received in my office a
photo album with an accompanying memo from Reichsfiihrer Himmler,
The album showed the phases of that battle, whose severity surprised
even the German units fighting in it. I still recall today how we in the
SS and the Wehrmacht suffered disproportionately high casualties
putting down this revelt. I could not helieve, seeing the pictures,
that men in a ghetto could fight like that.

During this great blood-letting in Warsaw the order went out to
the German occupation authorities to comb the country relentlessly.
This was done so thoroughly that after a while there was no more
Jewish question in Poland at all.

Elsewhere, even inside the Reich itself, the Warsaw Ghetto up-
rising had its effect in stringent measures against those Jews still
engaged in forced factory labor. It was not in vain that Himmler put
his entire weight behind this severity, Previously the directors of
the big German factories, cven Géring himself, the administrator of
the Four Year Plan, had intervened on behalf of sparing Jews for the
labor force. Now we in the Gestapo said simply, “Very well, you take
the responsibility that things do not come to an uprising like the War-
saw Ghetto.” When we said that, the urge to intervene left them.

The Warsaw Ghetto uprising had an equally sirong effect with
authorities in the other occupied countries. Every national leadership
was anxious to remove factors of unrest. My advisers now had a per-
fect entree in the countries where they were assigned. We could and
did use the Warsaw example like a traveling salesman who sells an
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article all the more easily by showing a special advertising attraction.

With Hungary we were particularly concerned. The Hungarian
Jews had lived through the war relatively untouched by severe re-
strictions. Now Himmler made it clear that he wanted Hungary combed
with a tremendous thoroughness before the Jews there could really
wake up to our plans and organize partisan resistance. For this reason,
he chose me to lead the march into Hungary in person.

Before dawn on March 19, 1944, I was leading an SS convoy from
the Mauthausen concentration camp toward Budapest, on these orders
from Reichsfiikrer Himmler to clear the Jews out of Hungary. My
men were equipped with combat gear in case the Hungarians resisted.
We had several air-raid warnings along the way. Suddenly my advance
guard halted. The column came to a stop. Tipped off probably by one
of my assistants, the unit commanders gathered around my personal
truck and drank a toast to me with the rum they were issued for the
march. It was my 38th birthday, my seventh as an SS officer.

On a Sunday morning in brilliant sunshine we crossed the border
into Hungary. Instead of rifie fire or rehellious shouts we were greeted
with cheers by the villagers and treated to white bread and wine. We
put away our small arms then, because it was obvious there would be
no resistance. That afternoon we rolled into Budapest and I immedi-
ately set up a small office in a corner of my bedroom in one of the
great hotels.

I worked almost all that night pulting out decrees calling the Jewish
political officials to the first conferences the following day. I had al-
ready given orders to collect these Jewish officials in advance. Because
1 planned to work with them, I wanted to insure that they would not
be harmed by any right-wing hysteria.

In Hungary my basic orders were to ship all Jews out of the country
in as short a time as possible. Now, after years of working behind a
desk, I had come out into the raw reality of the field. As Miiller put
it, they had sent me, the “‘master”” himself, to make sure the Jews
did not revolt as they had in the Warsaw Ghetto. I use the word
“master” in quotation marks because people used it to describe me. I
did not use it first.

Since they had sent the “master,” however, I wanted to act like a
master, I resolved to show how well a job could be done when the com-
mander stands 100% behind it. By shipping the Jews off in a lightning
operation, I wanted to set an example for future campaigns elsewhere.

The shipments to Auschwitz

ALL told, we succeeded in processing about half a million Jews in
Hungary. I onceknew the exact number that we shipped to Ausch-
witz, but todqy [ can only estimate that it was around 350,000 in a
period of about four months. But, contrary to legend, the majority of
the deportees were not gassed at all but put to work in munitions
plants. That is why there are thousands of Jews happily alive today
who are included in the statistical totals of the “liquidated.” Besides
those we sent to Auschwitz, there were thousands and thousands who
fled, some secretly, some with our connivance. It was child’s play for
a Jew to reach relative safety in Romania if he could muster the few
pengd to pay for a railroad ticket or an auto ride to the horder. There
were also 200,000 Jews left in a huge ghetto when the Russians ar-
rived, and thousands more waiting to emigrate illegally to Palestine
or simply hiding out from the Hungarian Gendarmerie. b
It is clear from the statistics, then, that our operation was not a
battle fought with knives, pistols, carbines or poison gas. We used
spiritual methods to reach our goal. Let us keep this distinction
clear, because physical liquidation is a vulgar, coarse action, )
Soon after we arrived in Budapest I met a Dr. Lészlo Endre, then

a Budapest county official, who wis eager to free Hungary of the
* Jewish “plague,” as he put it. One evening he arranged a little sup-
per for me and my assistant, Captain Dieter Wisliceny. Two or
three other Hungarian officials were present and an orderly in livery
who stood at Dr. Endre’s side. On this evening the fate of the Jews
in Hungary was sealed.

As I got to know Dr. Endre,’ I noticed his energy and his ardent
desire to serve his Hungarian fatherland. He made it clear that in
his present position he was unable to do positive work toward soly-
ing the Jewish question. So I suggested to Major General Winkel-
mann, the ranking SS officer in Hungary, that Dr. Endre be trans-
ferred to the Ministry of the Interior. The transfer took several
weeks, which I spent conferring with various Jewish officials and
learning about Jewish life in Hungary. Then one day Dr. Endre be-
came second secretary in the Ministry of the Interior, and a certain
Lészlo Baky became first secretary.

Over the years I had learned through practice which hooks to
se to catch which fish, and I was now able to make the operation
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by ADOLF EICHMANN

ON_LY. Heinrich Himmler could turn off the
liquidation machine. Tt was in 1944, the

year of t.he assassination attempt on Hitler,
Whﬁ-ﬁ RELChsfiihmr Himmler took over as com-

mander of the Reserve Army, that he author-
ized ‘me to propose an exchange: one million
Jews for 10,000 winterized trucks with trailers.
The- world Jewish organization could decide
for itself what Jews it wanted to choose, We

asked only that they get us 10,000 trucks.
Thanks to Himmler’s directive, I could assure
them, on my word of honor, that these trucks
would be used only on the Eastern front. As
Isaid at the time, ““When the 10,000 winterized
trucks with trailers are here, then the liquida-

tion machine in Auschwitz will be stopped.” -

In obedience to Himmler’s directive I now
concentrated on negotiations with the Jewish
political officials in Budapest. One man stood
out among them, Dr. Rudolph Kastner, author-

ized representative of the Zionist movement.

AS GESTAPO LEADER, Eichmann sometimes
wore civilian clothes, making his dread journeys
through occupied Europe in search of Jewishvictims.
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good b_ﬂrgaiu- For keeping order in the oam s
__the price of 15,000 to 20,000 Jews—in t}I)u;
]el;quh tgir; zay have been more—was not too
Except perhaps for the first few sessions
astuer never came to me fearfyl of the Ges:
tapo strong man, We negotiated entirely as

equals, PEOPI(? forget that. We were political
Opponents trying to arrive at a settlement, and

_ we trusted each other perfectly. When he was

with me, Kastner smoked cigarets as though
he were in a coffechouse. While we talked he
would smoke one aromatic cigaret after anoth-
er, telcixhxg them from a silver case and lighting
them with a little silver lighter, With his great
polish and reserve he would have made an ideal
Gestapo officer himself.

Dr. Kastner’s main concern was to make it
possible for a select group of Hungarian Jews
to emigrate to Israel. But the Arrow Cross, the
Hungarian fascist party, had grown strong and
stubborn. Its inspectors permitted no excep-
tions to the mass deportations. So the Jewish
officials turned io the German occupation au-
thorities. They realized that we were specialists
who had learned about Jewish affairs through
years of practice.

Immensely idealistic Zionists

S a matter of fact, there was a very strong
similarity between our attitudes in the SS
and the viewpoint of these immensely idealistic
Zionist leaders who were fighting what might
be their last battle. As I told Kastner: “We,
too, are idealists and we, too, had to sacrifice
our own blood before we came to power.”
1 believe that Kastner would have sacrificed

" . a thousand or a hundred thousand of his blood -

to achieve his political goal. He was not in-
terested in old Jews or those who had become
assimilated into Hungarian society. But he
was incredibly persistent in trying to save
biologically valuable Jewish blood—that is,
human material that was capable of repro-
duction and hard work. “You can have the
others,” he would say, “'but let me have this
group here.” And because Kastner rendered
us a great service by helping keep the deporta-
tion camps peaceful, I would let his groups
escape. After all, I was not concerned with
small groups of a thousand or so Jews.

At the same time Kastner was bargaining
with another SS official, a Colonel Kurt Becher.
Becher was bartering Jews for foreign exchange
and goods on direct orders from Himmler. A
erafty operator, Becher had come to Hungary
originally to salvage a stud farm which the SS

- wanted. He soon wormed his way into dealings

with the Jews. In a way Reichsfiihrer Himmler
was Becher’s captive: Becher showed me once
a gold necklace he was taking to our chief, a

° agencies, German anq
pped Kastner for foreign
but I held aloof

from money affairs and loft the material trans-

ﬂﬁiiims to Becher.
en under Becher’s command uaj
; ded
special group of 700 Jews whom Kfstngreha;
requested from a list. They were mostly young
peoPle, a!.though_thf: group also included Kast.
ner's entire family. I did not care if Kastner

took his relatives along: h
g; he could tak
wherever he wanted to. ° them

The gentleman’s agreement

THIS is how most of the illegal emigrations
were arranged: a group of special Jews was
taken into custody and brought together in a
place designated by Kastner and his men, where
they were put under SS guard to keep them
from harm. After the Jewish political organiza-
tions arranged transportation out of the coun-
try, I instructed the border police to let these
transports pass unhindered. They traveled
generally by night, That was the ‘"gentleman’s .
agreement” I had with Kastner.

After leaving Hungary, the Jews could then
travel through neutral foreign countries or
stay hidden, usually in Romania, until the
necessary steamships arrived to take them on
board. When they reached Israel, the ships
waited off shore until a few courageous Jews
helped the passengers land against the orders .
of the British mandate authorities. Since the
refugees had no valid papers, the Jewish organ-
ization must have spent enormous sums of °
money to bribe Romanian officials, who did not
do these favors for nothing. All this went on
with Himmler’s permission. I would never have
dared dance to my own waltz, If I demanded
rigid obedience from my own subordinates,I
had to be just as rigid in carrying out my
superiors’ orders. Otherwise I would have been
a bad S5 commander, and I think I was a
good SS commander.

By the same token my relationship with Dr.
Kastner was strictly correct. He never saw me
or my subordinates ever drink a single glass of
wine or Schnaps, and there were certainly
never any drunken orgies with Jews. If any.
thing like that had happened, I would have
heard of it and I would have punished the
offenders the way I punished my chauffeur,
who once unscrewed a toilet lid from my office
because he needed a new. toilet seat for his
rented room. He was expelled from the 5S.
Once, when the same man fell asleep while
driving my car, [ made him march on foot all
the way from Dresden to Berlin. That is how
I would have treated any of my men who got
drunk or even had a drink with a Jew,

All my own agreements with the Jewish
officials were more or less side-transactions to
the exchange of the million Jews for 10,000
winterized trucks with trailers. Becher and I
were twice ordered to Himmler in Berlin to
discuss it. Whether Himmler settled the actual
terms of the exchange or whether he left it
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seems to me th at Himmler may
orized the offer “for an appropriate
" and I set the figure at 10,000 to one
‘because [ was an 1d< .alist and wanted to
aplish as much as possible for the Reich.
¢ was clear that, for lack of numbers, I
' r have squeezed a million Jew
. But it was obvious that Jews were
in Auschwitz and the various
er concentration camps. So I assumed that
o could easily produce a million Jews— Jews
wm Hungary, supplemented with Jews from
rnan m Austria, from where r they
arted to take them would be a trageds if
imternational Jewish community ¥
e or willing to accept them.

Motorize the divisions

O remember Himmler’s specifically s
to me, “Eichmann, motorize the 8th and
nd S5 Cavalry Divisions.”” This indicated the

.s > over Ihe RE’GF‘T‘. Army, in rece o
m‘ks They were far more important than the

10l wantto o
Ihr'r to equip them

r use as a sort faak fi ree. It
Yas for this th'tt' he w;wc '_ 16

ineral O

ncentration camp system, to kill no more
.]12:w to save them up, more or le
6 After I r i r’s authorization, I

send to Pale:tmc to lakr a pmpc
rish leaders. Brand left o hi$ trip
i an old
)uﬂtl} hm Ilemr'm]wr Ll)e lmm well. Krumey
ght him to Vienna, had him iurmshf‘d
with the proper papers and shipped him
nlane to Istanbul, becau Turkey was still
eutral. When he got as far as Syria, he was
Ligy S1E0
prisoned in Cairo. The Jewish leaders never
coepted our proposal [see box, page 148].
‘. T knew at the time that Brand we being'
lield by the British, because Kastner was giving
¢ constant reports, But when I let Brand
ave the country, I had made sure his family
ayed in Budapeqt so that I could have a
uarantf’e of his return. Tht‘[l as the weeks
w ent by I said to K'lstnr r, Kﬂatnﬁl }uu lmnw

pressure, but I never turnod press i
Ieporta still ht‘lr{
steps to keep
s illegally. If
had, ¥ would never have known it.
eanwhile the deportations had to continue
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nek camp in Poland, this pile o C as found by

ers when they came to camp in 19
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GERMAN SOLDIERS LEAD HELPLESS WOMEN CAPTIVES DEEP INTO THE WOODS IN POLAND, MANY WERE EXECUTED
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in spite of our pending deal. But the Jews were to a
certain extent ““put on ice,” held in a camp ready to
be moved at any time. Suppose Brand had come
back and told me, ““Obersturmbannfiihrer, the matter
is settled. Five or ten thousand trucks are on their
way. Give me a half million or a million Jews. You

romised me that if I brought you a positive report,
you'd send 100,000 Jews to a neutral country as a
deposit.” Then it would have been easy for us to
ship the Jews off.

If the deal had succeeded, I believe I could have
arranged to ship the first 20,000 Jews in two days
via Romania to Palestine or even via France to Spain.
If there had been any delay it would have come from
the side of the receivers. The plain fact was that
there was no place on earth that would have been
ready to accept the Jews, not even this one million.

We had a hearty, comradely relationship with the
Hungarian seeret police until they learned that we
were letting Jews emigrate behind their backs. Then
the gentlemen reacted strongly. They refused to visit
or consult with us, and it became my job to smooth
things over. Fortunately I had formed a warm friend-
ship with Dr. Lészlo Endre, the second secretary in
the Ministry of the Interior. I had even given him
my own machine pistol as a gift (naturally with the
approval of my superiors). The two of us managed
to restore good relations, and I even spent a few
weeks on Dr. Endre’s country estate. At the time I
was virtually out of work for lack of further numbers
to deport.

Meanwhile, as the Russians advanced and the first
symptoms of the coming chaos were noticeable, the
transports were halted. A series of Allied air raids

had torn up the Budapest-Vienna railroad track so

that for a time no trains could get through. This
made Dr. Endre impatient. He wanted to get on with
the solution of the Jewish problem. So I resolved to
teach our opponents a lesson, to say, “Look, it does”
you no good when you bomb out our railroads, be-
cause your allies, the Jews, have to endure the conse-
quences.” I proposed a forced march of the Jews to
the Reich’s border. General Ernst Kaltenbrunner,
the new chief of the Security Police and the Security
Service, gave me orders to that effect.

To preserve appearances

‘ S it turned out, the march cost more trou-
ble than if T had sent 100, no, 500 trains to
Auschwitz. Hungary was the window that showed
the Reich to the neutral foreign countries, and
we Germans had accordingly to preserve appear-
ances. “You smashed our transportation routes,
but we will carry on in the most elegant manner.”
That was what the trek was for. The actual num-
ber of marchers was so unimportant that I have
forgotten it. In any case it was less than 20,000.
The plan was for the Jews to march to the border
at Burgenland, about 180 kilometers away. Every
day a unit of 2,000 Jews began the march, and in ten
or twelve days the first of the marchers must have
reached the border. Everything possible was done to
make the trip hygienic and safe. I drove the route
once myself, and on the whole distance I saw only

. two corpses. They were old people. It is clear, as they

say, that where planing goes on, chips will fall. The
over-all natural decrease on the trek, however, was
only one per cent. When the groups arrived on the
border, they were put to work helping German wom-
en, children and old people digging tank traps to de-
fend the Reich.

With the march over, Dr. Endre congratulated me
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RUDOLF KASTNER

THE AFTERMATH OF TRAGEDY

The two leading figures in Eichmann’s attempt to trade Jews
for trucks were Rudolif Kastner (feft) and Joel Brand (right).
Brand, now living in Israel, has said that desperate Germans
might have spared “hundreds of thousands" if even token
supplies had been offered them. British refused to bargain,
imprisoned Brand in Cairo. In 1955 Kastner, then a candidate
for the Israeli parliament, was accused of warlime collabora-
tion because of his contacts with Eichmann. Ultimately, the
Israeli supreme court found Kastner innocent. Ten months
before its decision, he was killed by a fanatic in Tel Aviv.

JOEL BRAND




