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Dear Dre Helsmenm,

&g promisald at our -aﬁ? om Juoe 2ud I write to confirm, in the
strictest confidence, what I t414 you about a suggestion rzportel to us by
the Jawich Agenay fer the evacuation of Jewieh yiotims of Nasi persecull B

On Yay 10%h, Jool Brapdy, & trusted and wellskuown Zionlst rep -
mtive in Hungary, srrivedin Jrtanbul from Vienna in a Cormssn airamft. THe
was acoompanied by & Bungarian Cestapo azeste Migh Cerman Gestapy oiefe fo
Budapest meuk Bramdt to Tirkey, with this van as mbehdog, to phuyzm
Bigh Allled authorities and Jowigh lemders Im Rngland, Meeriee atd Pelestine
the following offeys

Instead of completely anpihilating all remal Juws in Rousanis,

H » Poland and Usechoslovaids, the Maxte, 1% was » ted, wouid agrse to
avacunte those counbries 1,000,000 Jows to Spain and Pertugal {bub neb
4o ralestine)s The delivery of 10,000 motor lerrles and sertain’ kiew
of tea, cofiee, cocon end zoup Wns raguired in veburn. Onss fhe offer e boen
acsepted in iple, the Tervans wore prepared, AS a0 arnest of geod faldh,
to reloase the Tiret batol of 60O kg 10,000 Jews befers rooeiving WOy Seryes=
ponding sonsideration. Thay would nleo cousider exc g Joxs againgd
prisonsra of wars the Wmn «£ wholehearted 1 on will be sarried

& if the offer is rejwoted. Dranit must roturn with & roply % Falppests
within 4wo woeks fresm 19%h ¥ay.

The Agency has expres:ed tho femp that unlesg they smn e saved im blme:
the fade of theae Hungarisn, Crechoslownikian and Roumanian Jown in semleds
hope that high Allied muthorities will net be deterred by the sesningly §
ahaimoter and magnitule of the proposition from mmiing posaible » e
save the groatost nusber posvible. While fully vealising ovarwisining A%f-
flaultiae, they believe that if the task is fmced with the haliieme dasanded by
such an unprecedsnbed catastrophe those might not prowe Inkurmountadin.

Shertok ie proposing to proczod to Istanbul, ag soen as he san obbain &
Turkish viex o discugs the satter =t th His Hejeaty's L

The Agancy stated thad they would keep all the forogoinsg an
strictly sesret and wished ue to do so tog, bul they requested Hig Na y'e

fo gersunioccte 1Y to tie Lniied States Ooverment, and Ehis
been donds

Yours sinverely,
SignedesstoBe HALL.

pr. Chalm Weismnn.




8th June, 1944e

The Night Non, Anthony Bden, PuCe,MeF.,
Poreign Cffiae,
Whitehall, S.M.is

Dear Mr. Bden,

v I have first to thank you for causing to te communioated to
me the message from Xre Shertok in Jerusaleam about the German suggestlons
with regard te Jews in Hungary, Poland, Roumania and Ceecheslovakia whioh
Hr, Hall told mo of last Friday. The story related in the telegram meiu~
rlly gave me & gread and most palnful shock, and I have allowsd a short
time to olapss in which to think it over with such calm as I ogn muster.
As the upshot of my reflections 1 write now to ask whether you could
possibly spare me & few mimutea for a perscnal talk on the subjeett It
appsars to me that guestions of pelicy in the highest degree oritical and

deliosts may be lovelved, and T am most anxious that anybhing to be done
by the Jewish Agonoy should be with the imowledge ani approml of H.lt
Goverument. At the same time, it is of couras my paramount dwty to try
and dlu;mr the course of actiom which offers the best hope of seaving
Jowish llves,

1% would thersfore be of very greal anssistance te me at this
junoture to have the bensfit of your psrsoml advige, Neantime, might I
ask you to do me the favour of asking the British kebussador in Avkarm
to do 211 ho van to expedite the granting of a Turkish wvisa to Mre Shartck,
who wants o go {mmediately from Jerusslem to Istanbul %o make further in-
vestigetions into this extraordinary story?

Yours sincerely,
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pﬁaihlmd b:t»h. Muh Telograzhic W, ie amm; 16 ie m
Shat this repork (Fecelved since the eriginal augpestion Yor Dending wes .
} eonmted frem Geech undergraunt sourents mmammmm

- Teo bophing of the death cmeps Su thum Dardly libely te mn
salwtion of the viokims 6 any sporveleble sxbinde Xbe Sonl of "l
only te the dostrnetion of rlant snd poresvasl, and pomeibly the hesteaing
the and of those alresdy domeds Tha ratultms mzamm af the Seswman

vy for sysbmeatic sholesals wmuvder sy pmuwmmmmm
::n: of thoee mnbinﬁmsﬁ; "’:"’W%’L " Muﬁua, :

teell, 1s waluable as &8 1% zenn, mot po very M, L
mwmmﬂummhgumklyhmﬁm% wnin yuryose of the
boubing shonld be %0 manydeided anmdl fareresdching woral offesds

- 16 would moan, Im the firpt fsglwnoe, thed the Alllcs wagald divesh
AP on the extemisation of the victine of Mesi oppreosion « Yoslag Imw
Derrew Folal, Csechs, or whakover recy say beoows e wiolin of

the Gemean Totreat snd collapess Sioendly, 1% weuld ;hl the il S
the nm agoerbiony of el mm thit the Allies awg net meally
neunp'mm-wamwmmenmmm !
uwmmmmmn ting dba

myuld mtme the Gampan cirelog mu

nesa of Alifed sexdemaation of the

soue intormel pressurs ageinek @ m )
repory tinh the M. l.d% WWMMW Yaa | ] ool
in Sppe~ S4leads s bewsd to Mnawunxunmmm
Yleng.

Tpeolal attention my te drews ShiWhe fact (souticesd in dhe enele~
and ;aww)ptm the Opwieofn fm.-.p mﬁd:m o She Cersan avmssd
sourerns Slomane ant Keuppe
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COPY OF CABLE FROM JERUSALEM, dated 15.6.44, (rec
NLT Linton 77 great Russell Street London

208 Waited Aleppo four days for authority see friendv
who arrtved Wednesday 7/6 stop interviewed him Sunday six
hours found him onshundred percent reliable was deeply impressed
by his purity character spirit selfsacrifice factual exactness
soberness stop came conclusion active steps now imperative view
possibllity .
exploring Achleving practical results stop after interview friend
transported Cairo myself returned Jerusalem Tuesday night réiﬁorted
Exeoutive Wednesday saw High Commlssioner with Bengurion doday
stop High Commissioner cabling London we asked him for transmission

Weizmann glst our evaluatlon and proposals including first

immediaste faclliies for my flying London second arrangements for

friends return home stop you will learn our main proposal regarding :
~———— T

line action from Colonial or Foreign stop High G.ommissioner in-
formed us regarding Cparles interview stop agreed lins of keeplng
door open makes friends roturn absolutely imperavive please Co
utmost your part expedite my journey stop Inform Nahum

Shertok




t o N i

to us unthinkable that ‘retain ng’ Brand‘b

be held to indicate that Hig Majesty's: G’ver e

- are not giving earnest attantion to. any i€
schege Tor adsisting Jews tiow suffer-ing under German :
threats, But whether the particular schema brought
by Brendt has any right to considerstip :
question on which we may obtain mere 1i

Mr. Shertok's forthcoming visit.

Yours sincerely ¥ :

(A6 Réndall)

. Dr. Weizmen, '
The Jewish Agency for Palestine,
77, Great Russell Street,
WQ cl 1.‘




MR, SHERTON'S PRELIMIFANY REPORT. TUESDAY, JUNE 27th, 1944, ab 6 Peliy
8, THE DORCEBSTER HOTEL, LONDON, Wele

o

grgvnxa 1 laft Jerusalem on Zuniay, the 25th, as 1145 s, Took
off frem the Dead Sen. drrived Cairg § pens Iaft Calve 9 pome
Thenoe 4o Tripoll, Rabat, and frem Relet direct to Englapd, land-
fag first at St. Hawgen and then at Swindun. Paddinghen abous
1 pwms on Tuesdey, the 27¢nJ

On May 24th & telophon: call from Jerusales reached me in
Tolwdvive I wms informed that an urgent telegwam had syrived at Lhe ofle
fise from our limiscn peofls in Istanbul to the effect that sccebods
flying from Istanbul to see me, and that I should ovme %o :
The telogram mentiored that it was in co¥nackion with the Hungarian eituge
rod ttat 16 vua %ﬁmnm m”m 1 g oy o x.ﬁa."‘

c g someb ugarye. Ay d not go %o | « bub
sent somsbody instesde The man returned %o Teledviv slenes ad
oemee later in the'day,after returning to Jorusales, I heard by tele v
from Haifa that the meseenger had arrived there, having missed the plang
in Turkey and travellsd by buss He was ome of our people, Ldte & Palogtie
nian, member of our Istaxbul sroup. He resched Jeruselem by sddwight,
anl I saw him thone He told to mwe that night, szd to & specially ccnvensd
meeting of the Execubive next morning, the following astorys

Ao you Lkuow, for somo time pash our peopie in Istanbul had been
in olose touch mith certain Furopsan centres, of Iate cularly with
Budapsst. One of their contacts in Budapsst wmes a ool Josl Brandt = &
Zionist, a responsible person wio lad been active in yescus worke He wes one e
of the principal organisers cf the smuggling of Jows from Polsnd iAnts Emgerye
Buddmnly, the Istanbul people roceived a wire fiom Jost Brandt saying timé he
was on hig wey to Istanbul, and would arrive without a Turkish visas would
they arrange it for him? They did. He arrived, however, notialons, bub
acoompanied by another men « the dark, sinister, Pigure in the stery. Unfore
tamately he, too, 1 & Jow ~ bub that 1s neiiher hers uor thores He wae an
agont of the Yyngarien police, end was dofng odd jJobs of work forr the Fasle
even before Humgary wasoverrunie He was spparently s Slack JMitket ageat far
the Germans, and ms & result enjoyed travelling facilitles, soning from time
to tire to Istanbul.  Our people had cccaslomally used him 48 teke
%nte concentration camps. Ho had omannou ﬁn Iamu;l aaying

=»n comulissioned & LA group o arrauge

to meet British I.IIR, mv:rymimngmmﬂy dmsricans = with whim
bers of the Hujgarisn Genersl Staff were alleged to wish %o make |
with the Allles for "resistance” sni antieNaiil motivities in Fungary. It
was all taken, of agurse, with g large grain of aalt, and turbed eut to be a
Naxi inmtrigue. Bub it seemed that the fsliow himgelf was quite genulnely
‘teken in. His newe is Avdrew Georgy, koown to our pesople es "Bondf (Aimimtive
of Anirew) Gress. FReedlesa to say, we hold po brief for hims

' /oo
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betrayed & lack of undorstanding of the Nax

quoastion

antly believed that %he

sppointed and dismianed fmerican Semators, and thet Sueshill
wore, eo to épenk, 1t thelr pocketse

of the Tasi chisfy Sock hin in his oms eer from Budapest to Viensm, thew
the asrolrene, put him on the plawe, introd ' '




Saglighhe 411 110 weo cethisimble mlses 1% e deme with Tigh

hmmmmﬂ'mm-uﬂmmtﬂm ohoe W

given as Zallewsr . ) ) .
- The Turks would uct be able to-ovpe Bt tvansperts of sudh
2. Thw Jams in question are moatly Mumgariens and Newanninag =
moA, that iz to say, Germun chastels, but chattels of sthe

Squntrisge The Sersans camet say o other Severmments

they aro to de with tholr Jewss NMW ol
w‘lmﬁom The Jows Shen becomi BEatsls. of

s But For 1-1s purgose they must b tve

Reich torvitory « 1,04 in way cnpw ; %y i

Thay repand the Jowsk a5 a diseassr ﬂnz . ‘ b Lhely
monies, particularly smeries svd Suglend, with thet Alesame.
If the Jews comentrate in Palestine, tley dea't perforn $imd

b . ot g:km%“ 'uup::::r - mpcgl;ﬁ

& 0o ag you coow with an aec e dire

5900 of the paopls witheut watting for suy consiferetio,

falthe Othor transporks would be A

they were to be selivted fer relesse, would beg

peoples Thare muld have to be tranelt saaps for then iv Geramnye.

Tasicod Brandt throe musstionss Whet will happen $f you po e
with o ‘favourablo reply? What will happen 12 you dake & norat reply? nl
. whak ttm don's go back a% ail?

- He euidr YAt firet, I hed the comrfotion.thab 12T by :
farsurables roply it would mesn 1 had hrought salwetlon; mow I :
bout Sandi's ethor misston, 1oz not so Suwee 3f I go deak witl
reply, 1t moans wholeesle axtorzioation will start at once) o Joss
qmm:ymummmuumwm,rumm“ v
houze) they may wany 4o keep soro way to further negotinticms. If '
€en't g0 tack at all, all oy frisnds will be killed off ak s, whioh will .
mm&enﬁllum«ylautolmkbrmm4ﬂt ags,
noboly %o hold something up, to sugoeet swwidinge 1% is slostyening
per cents coriain that sy wife and childres will be killed. 1 nmﬁ-

s
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o _ seelon
Sotng $§ withont Jeeyardtsivg the higher interests of the war.

mmvcmmaunmmmnmmuw
vorsaiicn with %r. Rien, the min poiot of:txichmmmu;mtu‘-”

mmuw‘mmmmm& A3 segards
peinbs, his replise weyer - '

: . Brapdt would xol haw
not LOreseanceihe High Comrissioner hers intore
Iyjow ’hat you ars soing %o sayt you are golng
that fhore hng beon & broach of falth. Doa'S 5o ol The anawer in
wory elzzles This Ss wari” ' T had isbended to reesll the asvurance ghven by
& Mgh fritiah officer that Prandt wosld be able to return. )

The High Cemmissioney premised to tronssdi our representations e
Londen, $noluting ny request for sir priority.

Yo then se++led down to wait for it. Cebles cemo feeny Tatanbul
saquiring about Hrandt's roturn, to which we replisd , lntendSng that trip
sliould be tronmitted to Pudnpeat, that Brandt bad been delnyed, ank that 1
g flying to Londole

on Vednesiey, hme 2lst, I was rung wp by the Jesricen Tongul-Someral
who said that ke had received an urgont wire Drom rkare So the effect tiabt W
Ire Afrgoimanm, the roregemtative of the Amaricen Bar Befupse Bomd in Tuelkey,
whe bad Just rotuencd frem Washington, was it 3 to tsive, sod wmied Ty
mch o 32¢ we there. Fortumicly I had a walidd Beyptisn vise, and oamped be
gorounge & seat on the plers, TﬂlﬂwﬁmIMﬁ'uW“
the Azaricmn legation in Uairoe o had alresdy seen Brandt in dotentioms. Sa
told mo that the report about Erapdt's miesioa i orogted s great wiir ik
the Sbate Departouty ho himgelf had been at the Lire iw Dincineatie. e was
famedintely sent for asd told by lre Ttottinius, who wes dosling with e
mitter, to iy post-haste te Ankara €o investigeie the cases 7o hed besn
gleen Sop priorlty, dnd had reached Ankars within about Siwe dayey only W
fird that Brandt was ne leager in Turkey, wherstipou he 2lew bask to Egm-

Airechmann was very much impressed by Erandt's intogrity anl olwrmo=
ter. feo wag detemined tc’move hegven axd earth to sound Brand? tack, asd
%o axnlors every poselbility of using the opening provided Ly the Soraans Dop
saving Jovs. Inoidentally, he vaz full of praise for our “boye” in Istsabal,
who, ke trought, were simply marvellous typesy they were the only ones, he
ropeated, who had really achieved soacthing by may of seving




neaslee

tut Lord Hoyre ssid thwt the
" He thoughh tbere was 2o question of K.

:mmmmmanmmm,mum“m{
. anl took nff for London the sams sveniags :




BERGURION JH!BB AGBECY JERUSALEM
WRIZHINN WYSELF 84N ‘!OPAY BOREIGH mmmmm m sT0P WE URGED

JMMEDIATE INTTHATION 40 oTHER SIDE THROUGH APFROPRIATE CHANWELS OF al11es

HEADINESS NEET mmgxmsammzvm 70 DISOUSS RELEASE w

WUMEFR JEMS 8 _g_o__ﬁm MZE?ING POSSTBILITY ZHAT PREPOSAL AT

CERTAIS NAZI omuf mmnm WILHELUSTRASSE mmm groUth BE TRANSMITTED
'REGARDING nmmé-,? AT 1STANBUL OF RYFRESENTATIVE OF: mn RSFUGEE BOARD WITH
MEMEER OF amrs,kr GRéup THIRD ERANDT SHOULD BE SAPLD T mm mmnmx
ALSO IF ONLY Nﬁ"»IBIB BHDY IF ONIY TN ORDER FOT TO GIVE msenssm EXCUSE

70 ENEMY STOP ASKED WHETHER WE WOULD PREFER mwls mmrm nsmnrm
o2 FALTING TILL MASOR PECISTON HAS BEFY REACHED ms AEPLIED EEST COURSE wum
PEFN REACH DICISION WITHIN NEET DAY OR TWO AND AUTEORISE HRARDT REFER T0°IT
OTHERWISE: FRANDT SEOULD BE SERT WITHOUT DELAY AND INSTRUCTED REPORT- THAT
UESSAGE BEUN DELIVERED 1S UNDER GOHSIUV.RATIOR HIGHEST QUARTERS EARLY ‘ACTION
WILL FOLLOW STOP smm THAT ANYHOW PROPOSAL w0 SHOULD PREFERABEY. BE
TRANSMITTED BY BRAYDY 8STOP HALL 'STA‘I’ED UATTER 18 BEFORE m.n CASINET OUR
SUGGESTI NS W7lL BE TRANSMITTED MMEDTATELY DECISICN WILL BE REACHED A8 soel

A3 POSSIBLE 1V COWJUNCTION WITH AMERICAN GOVERNMENT STOP WE MERTIONED
CRUEHBAUM'S LAST SUGOESTION AND AR? DEALING gEPARATELY WITH PROCEDURE TRARS-
pISSION LISTS STOP WE 4180 STGIESTID WARNING RATIRATMEN mmm BT

. WHORYER OPERATES DEPORTATION TRATNS WILL 52 CONSIDERED WAR CRIMIVAL STOP
WE LE¥T #ITH HALL COPIES CRUBWBAUM'S TWO TELEGRAMS « v
| | '§HEERTOR.




v, . R
-/ . SeTobde !
TO : PERGURICY JENISH AGENCY JERUR {
GOLDMANN JEWISE AGENCY 342 mISON AVENUE NUWYORKCITY .

R | . N X Yy
WEIZUANY MYSELF SAX EDEN URGED YPEEDIZST URCISION
OF WHICH LEFY WRITTEN SUMMARY AS FOLLOWS-
RTCACHING ISANBUL GENEVA LISBON 400,000 L '
BTATES MOST TRANSPORTS GONE 0 BINKENAU WHERE - ERATING
TOTAL CAPACITY 60,000 DAILY, )y WDAPES T
ACCORDING ISTANEUL THEIR DEPORTATION DUE REGIN THIS WEEK WO SPACE OF
TRMPORISING THUS OVER AND DEPINITE STEPS IMPERATIVE IF mﬁﬁ HANCE OF
SAVING REMWANTS IS NOT 70 BE KISSED, WE REALISE OUR PROPOYALS/ARR UM

NAS I¥ CUR TELEGRAM 50.6. _

SION ABOVE ONE OF OUR REFREEENTATIVES IN ISTANBUL RECE
mmws BUDAPEST URGING HIM 70 COME TO BUDAPEST FOR DA ‘
AD I ING THAT SAFE RETUNN GUARANTEED, WHILE REALISIVG RIS
WE SUBNIT BE SHOULD SE ALLOWED PROCEED PREFERABLY TOFRTHER | W1 P61 SRAXDT
FIVE WE FULLY APPRECIATE GESTAPO OFFERS RELEASE JENS MUSTE: HAVE GLTERTOR
YOTIVES BUT CONSIDER NOT IMPROBABLE THAT IN FALSE HOPE ACHISVING THOSE
B¥DS THEY WOULD BE FREPARED LET OUT CERTAIN NUMBER OF JENE LARGE OB
SHMALL. WHOLE THING MAY BOIL DOWN 70 QUESTION OF MONEY, WE BELIRVE RANBON

ULD BE'RAID,  BIX APART FROM QUESTION OF BRANDT'S HISSTONWE URGE
POLIOWING (A} ALLYEN SROULD PUBLISH DECLARATION EXPRESSINY READINESS ADNTY
JEWISH FUGITIVES TO ALY THEIR TRARITORIES STAPING THEY HAVE 1N THIS SEPPCRY
OF NEUTRALS WHO PREPARFD GIVE TENPORARY SHELTER g) SHISE GOVERNNENT ¥ROULD
BB ASHER T0 INSTRUCT REPRTAENTATIVES IN HURGARY T0 INPORK %c;:. ATTHORIT IS
OF *UCH R"ADINESS AND ISSUE SUCH JOCUMENTS T0 LARGEST FOBSTELE WUMBER A§
HIGHT IN INTERIM AFFORD PROTECPION ' (G) ~STREN WARNI®G SEOUL BE BROADCAST
T0 HUNGARIAN OFFICIALS RATINAYMEN GENERAL POPULATION THAT TAZITR
PART 1N ROUNDUP AND DEPORTATION WILL BE THEATED A8 WAR CRTMINAL _(p) staLIR
SHOULD BE APPROACHID TO ISSUE SIMTLAR WABNING TO HUNGARY '(E) DEATRUAMPE
4RD RAIIFAYLINE LEADING 70 BIRKENAU SBOULD BE ROMBED, SUMMARY ENDS ' 8 '
TARY OF STATE BAVE US VERY SYMPATHETIC EEARIEGs EEPRESSED SERIOCE MIS~
GIVINGS REGARDIRG MY PROPOSAL OR NEGOTTATIONS, WAR, CABINET'S SUCOESTIONS
REGARDTHG BRANDT MISSION AYD OTHER FROPOSALS FOR ACTION HAVE BEEN COMMUNICA~
TED MOSCOW VASHINGTON REPLIRS OUTSTANDING. PROPOSAL RECARDING BADSNTR GOING
BUDAPES? WILL HAVE 10 BE SUBMITTED TO CABINET, PROMISED PROOMMEND APPROACH
T0 STALIN ALREADY- ASRED ATRMINISTRY EXPLORE POSSIBIBILITY BOMBING CAWPE -
WILL NG ADD RATLYAYS. ALL OTHER POINTS WOULD BE CONSIDERED '

SHERTOR.,

T




B A . 43

AIDE-KENOTRE. éﬁ/ “7 f

Seaccvonceses

1) Asoording to messages from the responsible Jewish group in Bude~
which have reached representatives of ths Jewish Agency in Istanbul,
Geneva and Lisben, 400,000 Hungarian Jews have already boen deported te
the death=campse The Jenews message stateg that wost transports luwe gene
to Bivkenau in Upper Silesis, where there are four gremtorivms with o sapa~
oity fer gassing and durning 60,000 & day, and whers, in Yhe sowrse of the
1ast year, over 1,600,000 Jews from all ever Europe are reported to have
been Klled, In and arcund Budapest there are shill over 300000 Jows,
awalting their doom. According %o the Tetanbul message their deportation
was te have started this week.

2) It would thus appear that the stage of tezporising, in the hepe
of prolenglag the vietims® 3ives, is over, and scme definite steps mush ime
medintely be taken if the admittedly remete chance of saving the remmuts
of Hungarian Jowry is mot to be slsseds We realise that owr proposals for
action are wmorthodox, and perhiaps unpresedented. But we oconsidor them
warranted by the present tragedy, which is also without its parailel or -
precedent, :

s) We have alresdy propesed that

(a) sn intization should be given to Germany thad some appre~
mu bedy is ready to mset fer digoupsing the resocus 8
QWS e

(5) a representative of the Amcrican War Refugeo Board, Af nssen~
sary seconded by a Sritish offiocialy should be resly e
mest at Istanbul a member of the Nasi group in Budapest,
te oxplore pessibilities of resouss

(s) Joel Branit, and 1f conly poseitle, his former sssort, should
be sllewed to return %o Hungawys Brandt being nutherised
to inform the other side of the course that will hawe besn
decided upen.

4) g4soe the submissien of these propossls, ons of cur friends ia

Istanbul, & Palestinian, has received & message from the Jowish centrs ia

Budapest wrging him to oome to Budapest for & discussion, and tuforning

him that his safe return would be guarantaed. While fully realising the

risks imvolved, we would submit that he should be allowed to preceed, jre-
~ ferably Sogether with Joel brandt.

6) That eny Gestape effer te relsase Jews must have ulterier netives

o avowsd or hidden « is fully appreoiated. It 1s not, however, imprebable

that in the false hope of achieving those ends, they would be prepared s

let out & cortain mumber of Jows «~ large OF smll. The whole th%nly
el
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Illa‘.

boil down to a question of money, and we beliswe that the rangom should be
[ 4

a) Apart from the question of Joel Brands's mission we would make
the fellowing urgent wuggestions: .

(o} that the Allies ghould publish
readiness to
and stating + utrals
(Bwhtserland, Sweden, Spain, am possibly Turkey), whea re

prepared e give temporary sheltor to Jowish refugees from
magsacros.

(b) that the Swise Govermment in particular ghould be msked t0 ine
strust its repregentatives in Hmgary to inform the lecal
suthorities of sush readiness, and to issue such documents
to the largest possible numbar of people ae might in the ine
torin afford them some proteotion,

(o) shat o stern waraing to Hungaprian officials rallwaymen, and
the population in fienoral, be published nm; brudaut..‘h the

effect that anyone sonvicted of baving iaken part in the rounds

ing-up, deportation and oxtermination of Jews will ba gonsie
dered to be a war orimingl and treated ®oocomdingly.

(d) that Marshal Stalin be approached to fesue o similay warning
to Hungary on the part of the USSR,

(e) that the railway-line leading from Budapest to Birkenau, and
the deathecamps at Birkonau and other places, should be
bm:
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\ BOTE OF CQMVERSATION WITH MR, A.N,0, RAMDALL, FOREIGN OFFICE, 5, CLEVELAID ROW, 8.W.le
ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 18%h, 1944e  (ire Henderson present during latter pert of esmyere:
nad

sation)

Mr, Randsll asked whether I had any fresh mews, and I replied that we ne
freshk mawy o only fresh arxisty, or rather pemmanent snxiety, mounting ss time went ot
It loocked ms if the whole business connsotad with Joel BErandt was going te fizsls out
by default,

: ¥r, Randsll said that the matter was not fizsling cuty they wers in comsultae
" tion sbeut it with Russis snd Awerioal they could not possidly do anybhing withous
Russia's agreemant, !addthntqimnhnnt!r, Eden®s attitude was that so fur
sa Hi,0, ware censernsd they agreed that Brandt showld go back, bubee... Mre Randall
interrupted ms to say that the attitude was that whils they might have no objestien to
Brandtfs returning, the questien sesmed to be what Srandt could say
I sxid this was precisely the questien I was about to reisej I had to
Blen, If Brandt had gone back straight frem Istandul, or sven after
Aleppe, he might at that stage have reperted that he had delivered his )
seen importsnt people about it, that the xmessage had been transnitted to

s 8nd the reaction would be forthoeming in due cowrse, At
have had & delsying effect, M, Ranfall expressed doudt as to whether
ohanged anything, I replied that of cowrse this was mre assumpt:
umsrrantadle to rule out the poselbility of achieving
Now, howswer, semthing vary definite had to be forthoeming te h
¥re Rondall said thet what was now under consultetion with Russis and
tain demsrohes vis & vis the Jerman Government Shesugh the
Brandt went dack he would be authorised te say that an appreash i
should be expected, I trisd to eliocit whetdwr what the R
pected to agree to was xmrely the sot of Brandt®s return, or
be mde, Nr, Randall explsined that the Bussians o he appsre
from the Americans e were not interestsd in the details of the
sgreemert had to be oktained to the general line,

I said that the proposals wers probadly those msnticrwmd
first time I saw hiz on the morrow of wy wrrival, and he anid
those linen, I sald that ws hed all the tiss tried to mest
German governmental mechine operating on two levels: (a)
the Gestape. It was quite pessible that whils ths Gestapo waa
bargain, the formal attitude of the Wilhelmstrasse world be s stiff
mnt between them or dtherwise, The whole mission of Joel Brandt
tion that one of our men should go from Istandul to Budapest, was
of this possibility, I ssid that though Mr, Rendall had not been pre

(]

torview with Mg olan nedosal 0 IR SEevelf St B EEYe Lo b re

0, TRI4005% 0., Randal) seid that he knew all sbout it, and oowld tell
that they were definitely against it, He thought, in fust, thet Nr.

that he did not think they sould authorise snything of the sort, &
hed been further comsidered, and a negative comolusich resched,

1 ssid that, having felt that sush would be the sttitude,
make & new suggestion, which wus actually one of the twe things
discuss with him, It was that Mr, Kullsamn of the IntereJovernms
should be asked to go to Budapest te mxplers the position, As his
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¥re Randall satd that it might also be tied up with
said that of course if Srandt could report that a man like
o, snd was applying for e visa in the wswald way, that weuld
far his to play,

itr, Randall menkioned this stage of the discussion thet the Swiss !

wnk wad also very muwch conserned sbout the resows

es ¥r, Zullmnn's Govermment they would not cbhjeot

sver, & oavest against Kullman®s regotisting with

by sgain referring to the two lewels theory, Mr, \
thought e should get into toush? ir, Randell seked with
ahmmmu::; I sadd in the frst ingtunos
Rangaxys B . then apply to the Rungarisn

refer him to the Germens, whom hs weuld then meet,

gquite olesr that he wa »
Bungerisn Jowry. Nr. Randall said he could net, of course
off<hand, but would put the mstter up straig eway. (He had
%o came a little sarlier than the sppointed tims, be ‘
the Seoretayy of State, wham he would ses fmmwdistely after

I sald that the next peint X wanted to raise was thw
Jegal fiction” would wild offer protestion to the

Sl

N
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tlay

it diffioult te see how
after all that had happensd, and added

Alldes had mary things to consi

em
feal upummt,;

A:IJ.I.-
be trested with contempt
would have tn
available$ third,

of peopls was a prast
that the Allies were nmnh-gn-oewpldmhtht

T sadd T found

*

Germans feel that this was an extvemely importent an

the Alldes ere concermed, with the result that

ltappl‘mmy
which they had 1o dermmus

thousands

:

him

fo

dor, but that frem the

thare was sbsoluntely nothing to lome,

4s ke had then to leave for the Becretary of Otate's offfee, the disswssien
Hs agein said he wuld put up the suggestion sbout Nullmann, and weuld

itr, Rendall safd that he would not, of oourae, t
an offiolal aniver, tut I could teke it from him thst

and devided in the mgative,

T said we were also anxiously ewalitd
pointsd out that if it were decided to lst

gee on vhat terms, after whioh it would be
stances, we could advise hin to retwrn,
The conversation lasted twenty ninutes,

1ot us DWW,

terminated,

Ml

18, Ted4s
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M b’ mMQ

Pleage Fofer %o Mrs Iinton's lettor 4o Walker, JI/AS% of Eth July
sbout the inwitaiilon to ¥re Bader to wisit Humgary.

1 have %o ioform you thmt after the most carsful.sonsideration His
Majeaty's GCovernment hawe decided that they oould zmot agree Lo ¥r, Bader's
prop-sed journey te which, it is felt, would have no practiosl walue
but on the centrary wo:ld open 1o the most unlesirable interpretations.

I em to add, with refermmoe to Dre Veigwmnn?s Iatest appeal 1o the
Secretary of State, thet his suggesticns regarding beubing are roceiving age
tontion with the appropriate authorities, and that the suggestion of & spee
¢inl epproach to the Sovist Govermwent has been acoeptod, and that & persomal
appesl hsz boon made fram Mrs Eden to ¥re Holotovs N

1 should be gratoful if you would inform Dre ¥oipmnn accordingly,
Yours aincerely,
Signodesseela¥ebs RANDALL,

M. Shertok, Zaqe, : .

The Jewish Agency for Palentine, -

77, Great “ussell Bireet, WeC.ls
Al
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NOTE OF INTERVIEW “ITH TOR RIGHT HON. ARZHONY EDEN, FOREYGW OFFION,
THURSDAY, JULY 6th, 1944, ab 8,18 pems ‘

Prosents The Right tone dathony Bden, 5.0, ke,
. Mre dsBs Walknr {Refugee Department),
Mry Dickson {(Private sm}.

Drs Nofzmann,
My Shertoice

-

s This minute falls %o
e yoald in conjuretion with - .
the Alde Eemoire of even
date, osoples of which wepe
left with M. Blen and Hpy
Wnlbr;o? ’

Dr. Welmmann opened by expressing appreciabion of the tenor
of lreBden’s shakement in the House of Sommong the day befors on the
Tumgnrian-Jewish magsacres and of the reastion to it in the leading
orcaca of the press, with which, he aagumed, the F.0e had hed something
to doe
= Ho snid that whet was going on sow in Hupgary did not stand
repotitione When he saw Nr. E'en for the first time they thought thed
time might atill be gainad. Yow the onbastrophe was right on them.

Mr, Bden had bofore him the proposals which they hsd made In
. their interview with ¥r. Yall., Since then, samething how hed bappeneds
4n offer Ynd hoen mede from the other gide to oms of their friendk in
Iatanbul, ¥r. Bader, %o go to Budapest, guarantesing his safs return:
They hoped that Joed Brandt would be allowsd o go back, and thought that
14 would be & good thing if Beder went with him.

¥, Bdon exprossed his profound sympethy. He added that they
had to be 'e%umeiyazremz. Thepenemy was obviously playing a devilish
game. When ho made his proposals %o the Cabinet, the feeling wee that
he had gone too fars Horeover, they had to carry imerica and Russia:
along with them, They had boen aoting in wnlson with America throughoud
on this pabblem, but they had nlso to have the mgrooment of the Bevied
Government. #Eter the Cabinet had oconsidered the matter, they had eabled %o
Hoseow and were walbing for a replys '

" Mr. Shertok said that the significant fact about the Sader pro-
posal was That the matber was still alive, end that the Cermang geemsd
prepared to strile & bargain. Of course, the gueation was whether it wen
an admissible bargain. He hoped, however, that H.M. 0. fully u.grad,‘:lhit




n&!“'rf'é
s}l chances otm_oﬁomwbo%. They the #at even if
Josl Brandl oonld not retumm, Mr. should be allowed %o procepds
14 might be n trap. Se was prepared tu take the rides On the other
bané, a1 it migh® boil down to-nmight be a question of money. They
believed that 1f that was 8o, the ronsome should de paid.

ey mgom -ieﬂi:r that weas & poiniblauumm: As Yo
Ure Bader's n goneral, it wes usstionable s
o %0 bo eaatred, but 3 et A n
inko enemy territory?

Dre Nelsmamm inberjeoted that dre Bader was a Palestinian.

- sourane
how oould they British natiooal to 2o

» ¥r. BEden sald thet thie meant an mllied subject. Thoy could
‘mob poasisﬁ agroa to anything that Yooked like megotiating with the
encuy. It was too dengerouss Anyhow, the question of Bader's golng
would have to be referved to the War Gnbinet, As to Brandtiahe intie
mated that HeiG. would be srcpared to et him go back, but Soviet
consent was egséntial. :
Mr, Sherbok sald the -uestion sas what Brandt would tske with t
wim 3P he Weub back. He feared that urnless he gould report that thers
would be a mesting, there was little point iz hias rebwrnings The flormang =
at any rate that particular group - seamed anxious to meet, and the whele
guestion was whather that desirc of theirs could not be wsed as m lever
for saving Jows. : . i
Mr. Bden roferred to vertain propesals which it was intended
to put thTough Ghe Protoating Powor. (These abviously referred o the
proposals mentiorned by ¥r. Randall in his interview with ¥r. Shertek on
June 28th; namely, emumeration of warious resous schemss proposed by
Allies and noutrals in tho pest, such ss adwission of 20,000 Jewish
ohildren into Switzerland, a similar proposal regarding Swedenm, il
sion of parsons on Mapproved liste" -to Palestine, eto). o :

DUr. Welswanu ran briefly through the other ibems of the alde-
nmemoire, Mot cqnneoied with Joud Brandi'e mission.

Mr, Eden promised congideration. Hs wae particularly impres=
sed by the proposal that Marshal Stalin should be approached with a-
vigw to ‘his lssuing 2 warning to the Fungariens. He thought it wes
& very good idem and pramised %o take il wp with the Pule 0t onees
He said that as regards bombing he had already got imto touch with the
Air Winistry about the bombing of doath campse e would now add the
suggestion about bombing the railway. . -

In parting, Mr. Shertok roferred to the extrems urgency of
the whole matbter. lir. Eden said that they were fully alive to 1¥,
bus they had to have the Ruselans with them. They would mble again
4o Monsows '

-
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. sedd, in oonolusien, that there was ome sonolusion 5 /’L’
: mhtuguy:‘tocmgeeaatatontanma
would malds 4%e recurrende iuposaidle. He hoped that an o

ty
wou!%deom prosent 1tself of discuseing thie espoct of the problen with
e (=5 P

¥re Eden eald he hoped so, too. He intimased that he fully ape
preoiated The {mport ef the problems

@

1




Foreign Office,
S.W.1.

September 1st, 194L.

Hn ttann ,

You will remember that on the 6th of
July you discussed with the Foreign Secretary the
camp at Birkenau in Upper gilesia, and the atrocities
thgt were Eeing committed there by the Germans against
ﬁungarian and other Jews. You enquired whether any
steps could be taken to put a stop to, or even to
mitigate, these massacres, and you suggested that
something might be achieved by bombing the camps,
and also, if it was possible, the railway lines
leading to them. '

As he promised, Mr. Eden immedistely put u
the proposal to the Secretary of State for Alr. The _
natber received the most cereful consideration of the

Air Staff, but I am sorry to have to ﬁéilvyoﬁ*fhatg“ihUﬁq

view of the very great technical diffieulties inyokved;'” b

we have no option but to refrain from pursuing the

proposal in present circumstances.

Dr. VWelzmann.




"I realise that this decision will prove
disappointment to you, but you may feel fully assured

At the matter was most thoroughly investigated.

A




In the beginning of 1944, when there were
over 700,000 Jews alive in Hungary, the Jewish Az ency had
put up & scheme to the British authorities which involved the
dropping of hundreds of Palestinian Jews by Parachute into

considered
Hungary and which, in thefview of high British mlitary
suthorities, would have been kmihxk advantageous to the Allies

mllitarily and would have been helpful in preventing the messacre

of many of the Hungarian Jews aslive then. When this schemes wesc

spproved by all military authorities concerned and arrengements
were initiated to carry out the scheme, the foreign colonial

office interfered and for nolitical considerations, instructed
the millitary authorities to drop it.

Nas ¢

[




10, Bofoning :
B pitehall

T “”'"H”‘mmsg' OGtObG I‘, 1944.
M

Hews W Welpinomn,

T do not think that in the altered
circumstances you now expect a reply to
the telegram you sent me when we were in
Moscow(which I mentioned the other day)
about the dangers threatening the Jews
in Hungary. 1 did however make enquiries
in Moscow and have renewed them since
our return home and can assure you that
both His Majesty's Govermnment and the Soviet
Government have in mind the danger of new
%ersecution in Hungary and are ing what

hey can to avert it. : ,

e i
fﬂ'ﬂdl’m'

Dr. C. Weizmanm.




